Embryo transfers from mares in athletic competition.
The objective of this project was to produce multiple pregnant recipient mares during one year from each of four mares which were in athletic training and competition. Twenty-six embryos were recovered from the four mares in 38 collection attempts. Each embryo was surgically transferred to one of 20 recipient mares. Nine of 10 recipient mares which were transferred to on one occasion were detected pregnant at the one week post transfer pregnancy examination and six of eight mares which were transferred to on two occasions were detected pregnant at one of the one-week post transfer pregnancy examinations. Three of the 15 pregnant recipient mares lost their pregnancies by day 150. The 12 resulting pregnant recipient mares from the four competing donor mares demonstrated that donor mares can remain in athletic competition and at the same time provide viable embryos for embryo transfer.